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South America and the West Indies to the
European trader; of Vasco di Gama, dis-
closing a shorter route to India by the Cape
of Good Hope; and of the Cabots, who dis-
covered Newfoundland and Labrador, and in
many other directions assisted geographical
knowledge, with, it must be admitted, very
poor recompense. Had Henry VII. been as
alive to the commercial importance of such
enterprises as were the monarchs of Spain and
Portugal, England would probably have come
much earlier into her colonial empire than she
did; but Henry was too fond of hoarding mone}
to let much of it go for scientific purposes
Indeed, it was no easy matter to win the King!
of Spain and Portugal over to such a costl]
expenditure as was involved in the expedition;
of Columbus and Vasco di Gama, but the in
vestment won them the leading positions amonj
trading nations, and greatly enriched thei
treasuries.

A new era had dawned. The trading capa
city of the world had been doubled, and, ii
view of this vast new field of enterprise, mei
awoke to fresh ambitions, the spirit of adventur
took possession of men of commerce, and thence
forward the supremacy of trade was to belon
to those who held dominion of the sea.